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UNIVERSAL CITY STUDIOS, INC., et al. j 

SONY CORPORATION OF AMERICA, et al. 

Jim Lowe, 2014 S. Magnolia Drive, Talahassee, Florida 


or Room 200 
Capitol 

YOU ,\RE COMltA.VDED to appear at 
Florida, 

on the 25th day February ^ 1977 
on behalf of plaintiffs 


1030 East Lafayette Street, Talahassee, 

in the city of Talahassee, Florida 
.at 9:30 o’clock A . II. to testify 


at the taking of a deposition in the above entitled action pending in the United States District Court 
for the ce.ntral District of California and bring with Vou- 


All of the documents and things listed on Exhibit A which 
is attached hereto and incorporated in full herein. 


Jl. « Dated 19-?-' 

STEPKEN, A,. JiROET 

AUnmtj/ar Plaintiffs 

AidreM California 90210 



Any subpoenaed organization not a party to this suit is hereby admonished pursuant to Rule 30 (b) 
(6), Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, to file a designation with the court specifying one or more 
officers, directors, or managing agents, or other [wrsons who consent to testify on its bchiiif, and 
shall set forth, for each person designated, the matter.? on which he will te.stify or produce documents 
or thing.?. The persons so designated shall testily as to matters known or reasonably available to the 
organization. 


happenings 

Back in TVN #4 , I editorialized that "... the corporate attorneys have 
better things to do than to ... prosecute some poor schnoe who has a few 
tapes (or even a few dozen tapes) which he is keeping purely for his own 
enjoyment and that of his friends." Naivete lives 1 As the cover of this 
issue Indicates, either (1) corporate attorneys do not have better things 
to do, (2) it is a far, far better thing to do than might at first be 
imagined, or (3) I am something other than the garden variety poor schmoe. 
The latter possibility, being perhaps the more personally flattering, is 
a tempting one to embrace, but .... well, you figure it out. A full re- 
port of my adventures begins on the next page. Draw your own conclusions. 
Someone who has a more grim view of human nature than my own might see 
it as a heavy handed attempt to intimidate a soft target and nip the 
fledgling interests of the home video hobbyist In the bud. And yet if 
this is the case, I can only remark that the sale of over 30,000 Betamax 
video recorders in this country and the prospect of many more such sales 
would seem to make such an attempt very postmature indeed, the "bud" being 
now as much a peurt of history as is "Holmes and Voyo." 


Last issue I asked you to let me know if you would be interested in buying 
tape through a cooperative on a case-a-month basis . Several of you have 
given me a positive response on this, and I had hoped to have it firmed 
up by now. However, the SCOTCH brand tape has been delayed once more, this 
time until June, so pl 2 Uis on bulk purchases will have to be shelved for a 
while. I will keep you posted on this. In the meantime I would like to 
report once again thatl still get excellent service from: Tape City, Inc. 
404 Park Ave. South, N.Y.,M.y, 10016. They will sell you a case of 12 
Sony Betamax K-60 cassettes postpaid for S162. That’s $13.50 per. I send 
them a bank money order and the UPS delivers the tape 7 or 8 days later 1 


It has been reported to me that the solution to the "purple snow" problem 
offered last issue offered false hope to at least one viewer. Rlsty writes 
in to say that those who are on the cable (rather than an antenna) cannot 
really tune out the color without losing a decent black and white picture 
as wall. T have been able to experiment only a little with this [I'm on 
cable too, but mine does not have a seperate tuner as does his) and have 
also noticed that it is a critical tuning situation. As Risty points out 
recordings made on the timer cannot really be dealt with in t)iis way either. 
Please let me know if any of you have further thoughts on this. Perhaps the 
new industrial model Betamax (with its video input) can handle this. 


Capsule Review: "NETWORK" I looked forward to this film with much antici- 
pation ... and having seen it can only say that it is time 

for someone to step forward and pan it for the ludicrous dog-of-a-raovie 

that it is. All the critics are raving ... but I thought it was really poor) 

I say this not because I am a TV addict; I'll be the first to be critical 
of network progranming bosses, but really ... negotiating with terrorists?, 
killing an anchorman on the air? The whole thing was too incredible to be 
enjoyed as either a serious comment or a comedy, try as you might. 


ful delaying tactic, but I opted to go ahead and appear for the 
n and take the position that much of what Universal/Disney sought 
er from me was none of their business ( or if you prefer legales 
ot relevant or material to the issues of the case) . 
pointed hour on Friday, February 25, three gentlemen in snappy 
n. Stephen A. Kroft, representing Universal and Disney, Hon. 
Rosiny, representing Sony, and your humble editor) together with 
eporter, who was pretty snappy herself, all sat down in ' ’ 





The "industrial" version of the Betamax is now herel This is the model 
ELO-260, mentioned on page 4 last issue. It has all the features expected, 
and so far as I know lists for the $1445 previously stated* It is sub- 
stantia lly the saine Betamax deck that most of yon have, but with added 
features (camera input jack, audio dubbing button, audio level meter, 
audio level control and limiter switch, plus microphone and headphone 
jacks} which were anticipated by the design of our models. Notice that 
where your deck has a blank space, this one has a switch, jack, button, 
etc* Is this the machine we really want? v?ho knows? I expect to wait for 
the two hour system (announced elsewhere in these pages) before making 
another move* Thanks go to Henry’s Camera in Los Angeles for sending me 
the brochure on this model, a portion of which is reproduced below* 



PfLOT Lamp 
TflACKING Ccnlrol 
POWER Button 
PAUSE Swilih 


.RECORD Lamp 
.Casaelte Camparlmefit 
.RECORD Button 

.program seLecTot- 

.AUDIO \-^v&\ Motor 
Tape COUNTERy Reset Button 
AUDIO Level Central 
Audio LIMITER Switch 
MEMORY Switch 
JMPUT SELECTof 
AFT Button 

VHP Chariri^l Indicator 
VHF Fin$ Tuning Knob 
VHF Chann^J Selector 
UHF Channel Indicator 
UHF Fine Tuning Knob 
UHF Chance I Seiector 
AUDIO DUBbirg Button 
Microphone Jack 
Fast Forward Button [F FWDJ 
PLAY Button 
STOP Button 
REWIND Button 


EJECT Button 


STAND BY Lamp 
HEADPHONES Jack 



RF Unit Comijarlniant 
[VHF UNIT IN] 

VIDEO IN/OUT Connector 

AUDIO LINE IN/OUT Connector 

VHF OUT Connector 

VHF Amanna Terminal [VHF IN] 

UHF Antonna Torminala rUHF IN] 

AC Power Cord 







BETAMAX TO BECOME STANDARD? ZENITH THROWS SUPPORT TO SONY ! SANYO 
THROWS IN THE TOWEL? DOES JIM LOWE KNOW WHAT HE'S TALKING ABOUT? 


Well ... the answers are a mixture of yep's and could be's. Things are 
happening fast in the world of video cassette hardware. No sooner do 



premature.) 





to shareholdE 
itlons, dated 




Sony Plans System 
^ To Put Home Films 
I SUdes on Videotape 


The Wall Street Journ 2 Ll of February 15 
article at left on the film-to-tape sej 
Sony will soon unveil. The report also 
other interesting tid-bits. Thanks go 1 
Walk up Memphis way for sending this ii 








riEM; I continue to get inuch support and lengthy letters from Marc Wielage, 
a veritable fountain of information » He recently advised that "If 
any readers of TVK would like to voice their opinions to our Japanese 
friends, I would suggest writing to= Sony Corp., Attn* Mr, Masa Namiki, 
National Marketing Manager, 9 West 57th St,, N.V*,N.Y. 10019, Nag him 
about the longer tape, etc., and maybe, just maybe it'll do some good.” 

STILL MOHE I thought you might be interested in an excerpt from the 
LAWSUIT NEWS: "Answer" filed by Sony attorneys in response to the charges 
alleged by attorneys for Universal Studios and Walt Disney: 

‘’The right of the people to receive and to record in the privacy of their 
homes, without making any commercial use thereof, communioations trans- 
mitted over the public airwaves is protected from governinental interference 
by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. The 
Copyright Act does not prohibit such use of broadcast communications, and if 
it were construed to prohibit it, the statute as so applied would he 
unconstitutional , " 

, * , or, after pointing out that Universal (MCA) is planning to market the 
video disk player : 

"By this action plaintiffs are seeking to enforce their copyrights in 
motion pictures not for the protection of the contents thereof, but for 
the ulterior purpose of pre-empting the market in audio-visual playback 
machines for the disc machine in which MCA has a substantial investment, 
and to deprive the public of the benefit of a technological advance 
which MCA has been unable to achieve," 
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TIP: Every couple of weeks or so i either send or receive a tape in the 

mail* If you are doing this on a regular basis, the following advice 
may be of interest: 

1. Use a padded mailer, preferably the kind that has littie plastic 
bubbly paper inside. They are available at office supply stores (and 
some post offices)* The siae "0" is just right for one tape (K-60, Betamax) . 

2 * Wrap the tape in a section of newspaper and tape the paper tight 
before putting it in the mailer* This helps protect the tape even more 
and also keeps it from rattling around quite so much* -(This is particularly 
important if the padded mailer you use is of the type that has shredded 
paper in it rather than the plastic bubbles; if the lining of the inside 
of the mailer breaks open you risk getting a lot of duet in the casaette.) 

3. Use the Special 4th Class Rate for mailing, It^s only 3 5#^ for a 
padded mailer containg one tape, or 35^ for one containing two tapes* 

Just write on the outside of the mailer ‘'Special ith Class Rate: Tape 
Recording" and you're all set- Of course Insurance is extra if you want, 

***** ********+**** 4 * ***************************^ **************** ************** 

CIRCULATION: TVN #5 went to some 170+ . Most subscriptions expired, and are^^ 
being renewed everyday- Initial mailing of #6 will be about 100, 
DEADLINE: Ads and contributions for #7 should reach me by May 11, or so* 


Much that was hoped and promised for this issue got left out again- So 
Coming Up in Future Issues: (Notice that I wised up and stopped saying 
"next issu^l The Betamax counter /time elapsed/time remaining chart, an 
index of the Amos and Andy Show, more on collecting cornmercials , a surprise 
cover directly from Hooterville, and if you coax me, the Video "Buff 
of the Month", Thanks to Jim Gibbon and Edgar Gelinas, and also to Bob 


for the Miss Court double feature, and until next time 




